
June Newsletter  

Technically summer   

begins this month, but 

weôll believe it only when 

we see the sunshine!          

Regardless of the           

elements there are    

several things to keep us 

busy in the garden: 

1.Feed hanging baskets 
and containers with            
Nurseryland 14-14-14 
slow release fertilizer 
and apply MorBloom   
0-10-10 liquid fertilizer 
to keep them full and 
blooming. 

2.Pop out any tired    
early spring biennials & 
annuals and replace 
them with heat loving 
plants. Drought tolerant 
plants still need proper 
watering to get estab-
lished before they can        
tolerate drier conditions 

so be sure to keep an 
eye on them. Save a 
spot for annual vinca 
this year too! 

3.Feed your veggie      
garden with 10-15-19 
Veg & Flower food. 
When watering your 
veggie patch, be sure to        
water deeply and try to 
keep water off foliage.  

4.Overseed your lawn to 
help it grow thick and 
lush. After your third 
mowing, apply Nursery-
land 25-3-7 Classic 
Lawn Fertilizer. 

5.Cut back and divide 
early blooming perenni-
als such as primulas. 
Use Nurseryland  
Transplanter fertilizer to 
help mitigate shock.                         

6. Deadhead rhodos and 
azaleas and prune (by 

1/3rd max.) to maintain 
shape, remove weak 
wood and encourage 
fresh new growth. They 
will benefit from a dose 
of Rhodo & Azalea food 
now too. 

7.If the rain continues,   
apply a light layer of   
fine bark mulch around 
strawberries to keep   
fruit off the ground. 

8.Peas and other vining 
crops as well as taller 
perennials now need 
staking, and we have     
a great selection of     
supports in stock. 

9.Remove all bulb          
foliage once it has died 
down. Dig and store 
bulbs if desired. 

10. Set up a rain barrel to 
collect water now to be 
used later in the season. 

Top 10 Things to Do in June 

The temperatures are 

warm enough that all of 

our main season colour 

crops are ready to go 

out, every veggie       

variety that we have is 

on display and summer 

blooming perennials are 

in full force. Roses are 

just coming into bloom 

so we are celebrating 

with a Jackson & Perkins 

special of 3 for $59.99 

(reg. 29.99 ea). Fatherôs 

Day is rapidly approach-

ing, so give Dad a gift 

that keeps on giving! 

Trees & shrubs, fruit 

trees, herb gardens, 

tools, rain chains and 

water gardening items 

are always well received! 

The Chilliwack Farmersô 

Market returns June 19! 
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The Callicarpaõs 
Gone Al Fresco  

We have just moved the 
tent over to the outdoor 

dining area of                   
The Callicarpa Café, so   

al fresco dining is officially 
in season! Jerri and the 
café ladies specialize in 

home cooked meals,      
delicious desserts 

(including rhubarb pie, 

which is so popular we 
have folks that wait for 

them to come out of the 
oven!), fresh salads and 

more, and most items are 
available for take out too! 
We have menus available 

in the café so that you 
can keep it by the phone 
at home or work and just 

give us a call to order! 

604.792.6612  

And Gift!  
10015 Young Rd North 

Chilliwack, BC 
Ph: 604-792-6612 

Web: mintergardens.com 

Receive our newsletter online! Just email   minterclub@mintergardens.com   with óAdd Meô in the Subject line! 

Cannas make a colourful display! 



Sunday June 13 from 
12pm-5pm. óExplore the 
gardens, farms, wood-
land trails and natural 
beauty of Ryder Lake.ô 
Tickets are $5 per person 
or $15 per carload and 
are available at Ryder 
Lake Hall and at 47240  
Greenhill Rd.                    
www.ryderlakeramble.ca 
Theyôve requested óno 
pets pleaseôé thank you 
to all for your               
cooperation. 
 

The Rotary Club of  
Chilliwack presents the 
Great Garden Escape 
Sat. June 19 from 9am-
4pm. Visit 8 fabulous  
private gardens in the 

Chilliwack area and     
receive a free pass to 
Minter Gardens (pass 
valid June 19 or 20 only). 
Tickets are $20 and are 
available at our main 
cashier. Tickets go 
quickly so get yours 
soon! For full details visit:                           
rotaryclubofchilliwack.org 
 

We are very excited to 
welcome back The  
Chilliwack Farmersô   
Market this summer!  
The market will be open 
in the parking lot on    
Saturdays from 9am-2pm 
between June 19 and 
September and will     
feature fresh local       
produce, baked goods 

and work 
by local         
artisans. 
So many 
of us are 
seeking 
fresh 
local 
products 
to enhance our culinary 
experiences, not to  
mention the positive 
health and environ-
mental benefits that 
shopping local brings,  
so definitely pop by the 
market this summer! For 
more info or to become 
a vendor, visit  
ChilliwackFarmersMarket.com    

or contact Geoffrey at 
795-5544 

In the Community 
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COMPOST THE OLD GARDENER WAY  WITH ôROT ITõ! Manufactured by Old Gardener Products Ltd., Sardis, BC 

Top 10 New 

Perennials for June 

1. Leucanthemum ôSanteõ 
2. Achillea Rock & Roll 

series 
3. Dianthus ôScent Firstõ 

4. Dicentra ôBurning 
Heartõ 

5. Eryngium ôNaughty 
Jackpotõ 

6. Gaillardia ôMango  
Lassiõ 

7. Ligularia osiris 
ôFantasieõ 

8. Phlox ôDouble White 
Tiaraõ 

9. Rudbeckia ôEarly Bird 
Goldõ 

10. Peonies 
(a traditional 

favourite!) 

June is a busy month for 
gardening in the           
community, so get on out 
there and enjoy it! 
 

The Gwynne Vaughn 
Garden Craft & Plant 
Sale is on Saturday June 5 
from 9am-4pm. This is the 
main fundraising event for 
the garden and proceeds 
go to maintaining the 
grounds, the heritage 
home and the seniorsô  
allotment gardens. Itôs a 
great way to appreciate 
this historic site! The park 
is located at                
46181 Hope River Rd.  
  

The Ryder Lake Ramble 
is on Saturday June 12 
from 10am-5pm and    

Powdery Mildew  
Looks like: Leaves, 
shoots, fruits and               

blossoms 
are covered 
with a 
dusty,           
powdery 

white fungus. Affects a 
wide range of plants from 
squash to grapes,          
verbena to roses.           
To prevent: try to plant   
mildew resistant varieties, 
place plants in sunny        
areas with good air          
circulation (notice the 
trend!), and keep plant 
and soil areas clean over 
winter.  
To correct: remove      
affected leaves and 
shoots and spray with 
garden sulphur for wide-
spread problems. Three 

applications of dormant 
spray on trees and 
shrubs over winter will 
also help.  
 

Organic Fungicide  
Recipe  
We included this in our 
May Newsletter but it is 
well worth repeating 
now. To make your own 
preventative fungicide 
spray, mix 8 grams of 
baking soda and 3 drops 
of Safers Soap to 1L of 
water. Thoroughly spray 
foliage just to the point of 
run off. 

  

Dealing with Excess Moisture  
The wet weather has 
done quite a job on our 
gardens, and many folks 
are already dealing with 
the resulting fungus 
among us... 
Black Spot on Roses       

Looks like: 
Small to 
large     
circular 
spots with 

fringed margins form on 
foliage. To prevent: plant 
roses in full sun in areas 
with good air circulation, 
try to keep moisture off 
foliage and prune to    
improve air movement 
within the plant.            
To correct: remove and 
discard all affected 
leaves on and off the 
plantï new growth should 
be ócleanô.  
                                       

Eryngium 
ôNaughty    
Jackpotõ       
 

Photo: darwinplants.com 
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Testing the Waters By Collette G. Top Things To  
Do in the Garden 
When it Rains 
 

In the spirit of óif you 
canôt beat óem, join óemô 
weôve given a lot of 
thought over the last few 
weeks as to how to see 
persistent precipitation 
as a good thing (trust 
me, weôve had to work 
hard at this some days). 
So, if June decides to be 
soggy too, we can all 
happily step outdoors to: 
¶ Test our rain gear. 

Why invest in 
protective coveralls if 
you never use them? 
Get on your galoshes 
and have fun! 
¶ Pull weeds. Moist soil 

makes it so much 
easier to get them out, 
tap root and all! 
¶ Check on our worm 

population. As their 
holes fill with water 
they come to the 
surface, so if you donôt 
see any, you may want 
to introduce some into 
your yard. 
¶ Put the sprinkler away. 

With water restrictions 
now in effect, any help 
Mother Nature can 
give us is a good thing! 
¶ Gather the kids up and 

go puddle jumping. 
Come on, you know 
you want to! 
¶ Start a cranberry 

patch. Ok, that might 
be a bit of a long shot, 
but there are many 
moisture loving plants  
that like wet 
conditions, such as: 
ligularia, gunneras, 
angelica, meadow rue 
and houttuynias 

interrelated). If your bio-
filter is working correctly 
you should never see any 
Ammonia readings at all. 
If Ammonia is in your 
system though, it can be 
eliminated by Zeolite or 
óAmmonia Safeô. 
 

Nitrites, while being less 
toxic than Ammonia, are 
still a detriment to fish 
health and should be 
tested for on a weekly 
basis. High Nitrite read-
ings indicate a problem 
with your bio-filter, fish 
load and/or water quality. 
High Nitrite levels can be 
lowered by water 
changes.  
 

Nitrates are 
the least 
harmful 
compounds 
and will be 
absorbed by aquatic 
plants as nutrients. A low 
nitrate reading is gener-
ally thought to be harm-
less. 

Water testing should also 
include checking the pH. 
pH is a measure of the      
alkalinity/acidity of water 
and it should be tested at 
the same time every day, 
as there can be natural 
pH swings from morning 

Water testing is a some-
times neglected, yet very      
important part of your 
overall pond mainte-
nance, and it will give you 
early warning signs of 
impending disaster. A bit 
of knowledge of the     
Nitrogen Cycle will help 
you to better understand 
the importance of testing, 
so hereôs your ópond   
scienceô lesson of the 
day!   
 

There are three stages of 
the Nitrogen Cycle:    
Ammonia (NH4), Nitrites 
(NO2) and Nitrates (NO3).  
 

Ammonia is constantly 
exuded by fish as urine 
and is also produced by 
decaying plant material 
(that can kill or stress 
fish, especially at high pH 
levels). Ammonia read-
ings should be taken on a 
daily basis when: the 
pond is first set up and 
filled, the pond has had a 
50% or more water 
change, or new fish are 
introduced. It is not    
necessary to test for   
Ammonia in established 
systems unless your   
Nitrites or Nitrates show 
high readings (since 
these compounds are 

Everythingõs Coming up Roses 

Roses are a staple shrub 
in most gardens and for 
good reason. Theyôre a 
pretty, fragrant (for the 
most part) and elegant 
family of plants, but aside 
from the obvious appeal, 
many roses:  
¶Make terrific fences. You 

can ólove thy neighbourô 
but still keep them out 
of your yard. 
¶Attract beneficial            
insects like bees 
¶Are there for the      
clipping so that you can 
have fresh flowers in 
the house all summer   

¶Provide gorgeous sprays 
of rose hips for fall         
designs, and certain said 
rosehips make delicious 
teas and jellies 
¶Can be used for long term 
celebration, and are often 
planted for birthdays and 
to remember loved ones 

to dusk. The optimum pH 
for Koi and pond fish is in 
the 7.4-8.2 range but 
ranges from 7.0 to 9.0 are 
tolerated, provided the fish 
are acclimated slowly. 
Quick pH changes can 
harm, stress and, in       
extreme cases, even kill 
your fish. High pH makes 
ammonia more toxic, so 
your ammonia levels 
should be monitored more 
closely if you have high pH. 
If you do not have fish, you 
should aim for a pH range 
of 5.0-6.8. 

Test kits are simple and 
straight forward to use, and 
we have both liquid and dry 
types available. When you 
test, be sure your water is 
at an even temp. above 15Á
C (even if you have to bring 
the water indoors to let the 
test vial warm up). Failure 
to test at this temp will 
skew your results. 

Fatherôs Day Gift Ideas! We 
have many unique and 
'gadgety' things that Dad 
will love to add to his pond, 
like lights, 
fountains, 
nets and 
cleaning aids 
and cool new 
water plants. 



52892  Bunker Rd.  
Rosedale, BC 

V0X 1X1 
 

June Admission Rates  
Adult $16.00 

Senior (65+) $14.00 
Youth (13-18) $9.00 
Child (6-12) $6.00 
Tot (under 5) Free 

Family (2 Adults & Up to 4 Youth) 
$35.00 

 
Admission Phone  

604.794.7191                       
 

The Trillium Restaurant         
604.794.7044    

 
Wedding Inquiries  

604.792.3799                           
               

www.mintergardens.com 

June at Minter Gardens 

Aromatica  

Be sure to visit onsite shops at Country Garden... 

My Little Gift Box  

19th & 20th century antiques, designer                 
furnishings, and objets d'art. Ph: 604.316.1933 

Unique gifts and home d®cor. Ph: 604.703.1119 

Minter Gardens Hours of Daily Operation for June ~ 9am-6pm (weather permitting) 

call 604.794.7044 to book.  

Our Daily Buffet Brunch 

opens Friday June 18  

(also 11am-2pm). Perfect 

for a midweek, midday get 

away and ideal for end of 

season group lunches. 

Please call 604.794.7044 

to reserve. 

We are now taking reser-

vations for Fatherôs Day 

Brunch on June 20 too. 

This is one of our specialty 

brunches and features an 

extended 

lineup of meal 

items, and 

new this year, 

we are firing 

up the barbeque to grill up 

some classic favourites, 

just the way he likes them!     

Grad Photos:                

Congratulations Class of 

2010! We are pleased to 

offer reduced rates to 

grads and their families on 

banquet day should they 

wish to make a quick trip 

into the Gardens for      

photos before the big 

night. Please call 

604.792.3799 for details 

and booking. 

Rose Display 

The roses have 

been a little 

slow to come 

along this year, so we 

anticipate a fantastic   

display in the Rose    

Garden closer to the end 

of the month. Join us on 

Facebook at óMinter   

Gardeningô to get a      

regular bloominô update! 

Strawberry Social       

Sunday June 27 12-4pm 

Enjoy specialty tea from  

Aromatica and strawberry 

inspired sweets in the 

Envision Garden caf®.  

Live Musical                       

Entertainment                  

Sunday Afternoons 

COMING UP: 

Classic Car Show  

Sunday July 18           

We had an absolute 

blast at last yearôs 

show, and with the 

band booked and         

The grounds crew has 

been busy replacing 

spring bulbs with vibrant 

summer annuals, pruning 

back early blooming trees 

and shrubs and preparing 

the Gardens for another   

season of colour and   

fragrance! Many of us 

host friends and family 

from out of town over the 

summer and we inevita-

bly come to a point of 

ówhat should we do next?ô 

Solution: treat them to 

Minter Gardens! Take 

your time wandering 

through 12 themed       

gardens, rest for a few 

moments in a shady spot, 

capture your memories 

with endless photo           

opportunities, browse 

through neat garden   

giftware and local art in 

the gift shop and so much 

more! Some of the high-

lights this month include: 

Sunday Brunch Buffet 

in The Trillium  11am-2pm             

Reservations are indeed           

recommended so please 

entries rolling in steadily 

(no pun intended) this 

year is looking to top it! 

Our 2010 Feature Car is 

a 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air 

Convertible owned by B. 

Chudyk, and itôs a real 

beauty! 

Artizany  
Handmade gifts and artwork, artisan chocolate,      

coffee and more! Ph: 604.793.0045 

Antiques by design  

ôThe Real Meaning of Plant Catalogue Terminologyõ from www.gardendigest.com 
A favourite of birds = avoid planting near cars, sidewalks or clotheslines 

Vigorous =  has a Napoleonic compulsion to take over the world 
Grandma's favourite = until she discovered free flowering, disease-free hybrids 

Aromaticaôs Tea of the Month is óStrawberry Ceylonô 
which blends Midland Ceylon black tea with papaya, 
strawberry bits, lime leaves & natural flavourings for a 
smooth cup of liquid summer! Ph: 604.703.1178 


