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We’ve been busy spring 
cleaning over the last 
few weeks, rearranging 
and creating new              
displays, setting up 
cheery new spring         
giftware, adding to our 
clearance carts and 
making way for the          

season ahead! A lot of 
our seeds are already in, 
as are begonias, and 
summer bulbs will be  
arriving towards the end 
of the month. The          
seasonal plant area is 
bursting with colour and 
fragrance and the             

perennial section is          
filling up from A to Z!  
We have lots of fresh cut 
spring blooms in our         
floral department (be 
sure to call early for your 
Valentine’s Day order!) 
and the Mole Man 
Cometh on Feb. 27!  
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10015 Young Rd North 
Chilliwack, BC 

Ph.: 604-792-6612 
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fall-planted pansies, 
violas, bellis ‘English 
Daisies’ and primulas to 
encourage re-blooming. 
Side dress with well  
rotted manure.  

9.Start select plants from 
seed! Giant Spanish  
onions, multipliers, 
broad beans, leeks and 
potatoes could be        
underway. 

10.Plant winning winter 
colour. Viburnum ‘Pink 
Dawn’, Chinese Witch 
Hazel, Camellia         
sasanqua, Winter  
Flowering Cherry, 
Pussy Willow trees and 
Winter Flowering    
Honeysuckle are just a 
few of our winter     
flowering favourites that 
will make great          
additions to your            
garden. 

We©ve been fortunate 
enough to have a mild 
winter so far and here©s 
hoping it will carry 
through this month as 
well. While the weather 
is good: 
1.Clean up garden tools 

with a 10% bleach     
solution, sharpen 
blades, oil hinges and 
start up the mower. 

2.Prune deciduous trees, 
shade trees, small fruits 
and fruit trees,           
ornamentals, ever-
greens (except pine & 
spruce which should be 
pruned closer to May) 
and non-flowering 
broadleaf evergreens.  

3.Tidy up and remove any 
dead wood around  
flowering shrubs but 
don’t prune (they should 
be pruned immediately 
after flowering only). 

4.Preventatively spray 
most deciduous trees 
and shrubs with        
dormant oil & lime     
sulphur. Copper spray 
apple trees to prevent 
European canker and 
peach trees to prevent 
peach leaf curl. 

5.Rake and gather up any 
leaves from lawns and 
garden beds that were 
missed in fall and add 
them to your compost 
bin. No walnut leaves 
though!  

6.Aerate lawns and apply 
3/8” of coarse sand to 
improve drainage. On a 
dry day, lime your lawn 
with Dolopril to increase 
soil pH. 

7.Plant out hardy          
hellebores, evergreen 
euphorbias and early 
blooming perennials. 

8.Deadhead and clean up 

Receive our newsletter online! Just email mail@mintergardens.com with ‘Add Me’ in the Subject line! 
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Pruning 101 was a tre-
mendous success and, 
with Pruning 102 being 
fully booked, we have 
arranged for a bonus 
pruning session on 
February 13. Our 
'Pruning Catch-all' will 
be an abridged version 
of 101 and 102 with 
about an hour focusing 
on 101 material, a short 
break, and then the   
second hour focusing on 
102 topics. The session 
will run from 10:30am to 
approximately 12:30pm. 
Space is limited so      
registration is required. 
Please call 
604.792.6612 to book 
your place! 
 
For those who are   
comfortable with their 

skill set and eager to get 
going, we caution you to 
remember that not all 
trees and shrubs want to 
be pruned at the same 
time. Here is a brief, 
general overview of the 
ideal time to prune some 
of our favourite trees 
and shrubs: 
 
· Fruit Trees...Nov-Feb 
· Nut Trees... Nov-Feb  
· Deciduous Trees...         
Dec-Feb  

· Broadleaf Evergreens…
After flowering, or for  
Non-flowering, early 
Spring 

· Conifers...Nov-Feb  
· Pine & Spruce...After the 
candles/buds open in 
Spring 

· Deciduous Grasses...
before new growth begins 
in Spring 
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that the water isn’t likely 
to freeze again, treat 
with MicrobeLift Spring 
and Summer Cleaner. 
MicrobeLift accelerates 
the breakdown of twigs, 
leaves, residual organic 
settlement etc. and 
helps restore the water 
after sitting all winter:  
essentially it gives the 
natural bacteria a jump 
start for the season.    
MicrobeLift is safe for 
animals and plants. 
Speaking of your pond 
community, do not start 
feeding aquatic crea-
tures until water tem-
peratures warm up to, 
and maintain at, 8         

degrees Celsius (or 
higher).  
 

Whether you are thinking 
about expanding an     
existing pond or installing 
a new one this year, now 
is the time for planning 
the project. Come in and 
see us for ideas or to   
answer any questions 
you may have. We are 
currently confirming     
details for a pond         
seminar in March that will 
cover getting started, 
year-round pond           
maintenance and more. 
Details will be confirmed 
shortly and posted on the 
web! 
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As the water begins to 
warm it©s a good time to 
inspect your pond for 
any tears, punctures or 
other winter weather 
damage caused by snow 
and ice. We have patch-
ing supplies available 
should you need to do a 
little aquatic surgery! 
 

Clean out any debris 
that accumulated over 
the past few months and 
vacuum or sweep the 
bottom of the pond if 
there is a significant    
accumulation of leaves 
and muck. Once the 
worst is out and the 
weather is warm enough 
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· Evergreen grasses...
prune back by 1/3 before 
new growth begins in 
Spring 

· Roses...
when the 
yellow   
Forsythia 
shrub 
blooms 
(late Feb-
March) 

· Flowering Shrubs…      
Immediately after they  
finish blooming  

 
Please note that many 
plants have specific 
pruning needs and it is 
much better to ask first, 
prune later, instead of 
the other way around! 
We©re always eager to 
help get you on the right 
track so pop into the 
store or give us a call. 
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Saturday February 27 
from 10:30-11:30am 
at Country Garden  

 
Tired of moles making 

mountains of your yard? 
Then this is the session 
for you! Join Bert Pulles, 
aka ‘The Mole Man’ as 
he discusses how to 

take on the moles and 
win, once and for all! 
This is a free session 

but registration is 
requested. Please call 

604.792.6612 to 
register.                      

See you there!  
 

We’re in the midst of 
confirming the rest of 
our spring seminar 

series too. From ponds 
to lawn care, landscape 
design to roses, there’s 
a lot of ground to cover 

(no pun intended)! 

Forsythia 
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Now is the time to deter-
mine which tried, true 
and new seeds you 
would like to grow this 
year but it is a good 
idea, in fact a necessity, 
to pace yourself. 
 

Certain seeds can be 
started indoors right 
away while others must 
wait until later in the sea-
son. Until the May Long 
Weekend, seeds should 
be started indoors. As 
plants grow they can be 
gradually acclimatized 
outdoors, but remember 
that each plant has spe-
cific temperature needs 
that must be met before 
it can go out. For those 

of you itching to get go-
ing, you can seed the 
following in the months 
suggested (keep in mind 
this is only a general 
list!): 
January: pansies,        
geraniums, lobelia,          
coleus and onions. 
February: Broad beans, 
leeks and lettuce. 
March: Sweet peas. 
Cold tolerant veg like  
potatoes, onion sets, 
brassicas and lettuce 
can be planted outdoors, 
as can asparagus, 
strawberry roots and 
raspberry canes. 
April: Tomatoes,             
peppers and summer 
blooming annuals.         

Summer blooming bulbs/
tubers/corms can be 
planted outdoors. 
May: Most seeds 
(excluding real heat       
loving veggies) can be 
planted outdoors after 
the May Long Weekend 
(May 22-24 this year). 
We still need to watch 
night temperatures 
though. 
June: Cucumbers, 
squash and pumpkins 
can be planted outdoors.  
July: Perennials like 
wallflowers, bellis and 
mysotis. Start pansies 
and kale for fall colour. 
Winter veg, such as 
kale, brassicas, Swiss 
chard etc. can be started 

1. AERATE  
2. BLEACH  
3. BROADLEAF  
4. CHOCOLATE  
5. DAFFODI L  
6. FRAGRANT  
7. GI FT  
8. LI ME  
9. LOVE  
10. MAHONI A  
11. MANGO  
12. ORCHI D  
13. PEACH  
14. PERFUME  
15. PRI MULA  
16. SEED  
17. SOWI NG  
18. TEA  
19. VALENTI NE  
20. VEGETABLE 

E D L F Z I  N F R A G R A N T  
E N A I  N O H A M A P Z E C A  
O T I  F N T O I  E X E M V D M  
D H A T F G N T B K R I  O X O  
D V Q R N O V E K A F T L N P  
O M Y I  E E D S T S U W C R K  
P Z W V J A L I  R E M H I  G J  
K O M D H K R A L T E M I  H Z  
S E M I  L E P B V A U F H U Y  
O R C H I  D A E F L T B C Y M  
P F K Z N T E R A O Q T A Y A  
M H S G E B L E W C L U E G N  
O D S G A C G K S O H E L F G  
F A E L D A O R B H M H B U O  

too. 
August: Winter veggies 
can still be sown if done 
quickly. 
September: Fall rye or 
rejuvenation mix should 
be planted over veggie 
garden beds. 
October/November/
December: Plant spring 
bulbs outdoors up until 
the ground freezes.  
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Cottage for Rent! The little cottage on the North side of the  
Country Garden parking lot (Aromatica©s former location) is           
available for rent! Inside area is 500 ft sq. Washroom facilities 

available inside the garden 
center only. Please call Faye 
at 604.792.3799 for details. 

Chocolates? Perfume? 
Knife set? Your loved 
one might enjoy            
something other than the 
usual suspects this year 
and there are lots of      
options to choose from! 
Instead of... 
 

Perfume, why not a          
fragrant tree or shrub?          
Enjoy incredible               
fragrance year after year 
with: Sarcaccoca,          
Narcissus ©Bridal Crown©, 
Daphne, Lonicera ©Winter 
Beauty©, Viburnum ©Pink 
Dawn©. Wisteria and hon-
eysuckle vines would be 
a nice touch too.  
 

Chocolates, try Albizia 
'Summer Chocolate'. 
Rich colour, no calories 
 

Dinner out, enjoy          

dinner in! Decorate the 
table with beautiful        
candles, a custom floral 
arrangement and make a 
signature dish   using 
fresh perennial herbs 
(garnish with edible   
flowers like violas and 
you©re sure to impress).  
 

An exotic fruit basket, 
give an exotic fruit plant! 
Both persimmons and 
pomegranates vie for the 
title of ©fruit of the gods© 
and we©ve got both! Citrus 
plants are also a neat idea 
and, if your Valentine  
happens to be health     
conscious, try a Goji 
Berry shrub.  
 

A CD of romantic tunes, 
bring music to the garden 
with a wind chime or rain 
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chain. If your Valentine 
has a sense of humour, 
bird seed (though they 
only do acapella).  
 

Jewelry, select a few 
plants that make great cut 
flowers! Come spring, 
summer or fall, on those 
special occasions she can 
snip a flower out of the  
garden for her hair.  
 

A trip away, take a           
staycation! Take some 
time with your loved one to 
go into the backyard and 
plan out a new pond,       
secluded seating area,  
romantic corner garden, a 
home for an arbour or 
bench, just for the two of 
you.  
 

A Dozen Red Roses... 
well, we©re actually still on 
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Aromatica’s Tea of the Month: ‘Silver Needle 
White Tea’ "One of China©s most revered 
teas, Silver Needle grows in the Fujian province and 
is gathered in the first few days of early spring. Its 
production is strictly controlled to ensure it remains a 
premium tea. This care is evident in the cup which is 
sweet with a light, airy fragrance."  Ph: 604-703-1178 

Antiques By Design Buyers and 
sellers of 19th & 20th century     
antiques, designer furnishings and 
objects d©art. A new shipment has 
just arrived!  Ph: 604-316-1933 

My Little Gift Box                
Unique gifts and home   
décor. Ph: 604-703-1119 

10015 Young Rd. Chilliwack, BC   V2P 4V4 www.mintergardens.com 

� � � � � � � � �# � � � � 	 �� � 	 �� � �� � � � � 3� � 	 � � � �4�� � �� � � � � �5� - 46� - ��� � 	 � � � � �� � � - 46� - �

board with this one. Red 
roses do signify love 
and passion so they   
effectively communicate 
the sentiment of the 
day. Other plants that 
convey the same    
message are: apples, 
asters, white             
carnations, chili          
peppers (hey there hot 
stuff!), daffodils,       
Forget-Me-Nots,           
hibiscus, honey-
suckle, hyacinths,  
jasmine, lavender,   
orchids or oregano.     
In our experience 
though, any gift of       
flowers is well received, 
no matter what they are!  
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The Outdoor Living        
Extravaganza by Proven 
Winners® is coming to 
Minter Gardens March 26 
and 27, 2010! Learn from 
the experts about creative 
new ways to use colour, 

the easiest ways to grow 
plant varieties, how to put 
together exceptional             
containers and much more. 
Speakers include P. Allen 
Smith (The Today Show©s 
gardening expert), Brian 

Minter (Minter Gardens), 
Ingrid Hoff (UBC Botanical 
Gardens) and John           
Gaydos (Proven Winners). 
 

For ticket information and 
booking, please visit our      

website or                                
www.provenwinners.com 
Space is limited so be sure 
to book your place early! 


