... and Gift!

10015 Young Rd
Chilliwack, BC
Ph.: 604-792-6612
Web: mintergardens.com
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Last Call for
Gingerbread
Houses!
The deadline for

Gingerbread House
entries is December 11

for judging by Santa
and his helpers on
December 12. People’s
Choice Award voting
opens on December 12
too, so be sure to come
in and cast

your vote.
Good
Luck!

The hustle and bustle of
the holiday season is
upon us and what a
wonderful time of year it
is! To welcome winter in
the garden:

1.Rake up the last of the
leaves for the compost.

2.Lime your lawn, if you
haven't already, with
Dolopril to keep the pH
up over winter.

3.Put up new birdfeeders
or clean and refill exist-
ing ones. Try the new
‘Sunflower Hearts' feed;
birds can eat the whole
seed so there’s no
waste!

4.Heap bark mulch
around tender perenni-
als and shrubs for extra
protection against cold.

Everyone is embracing
the holiday spirit and we
are so excited to be
starting some new
traditions this year! The
reindeer have arrived,
the indoor light display is
arranged, Family Fun
Days, Seniors’ After-

5.Pick up fallen apples
and discard them in the
garbage, not compost,
to prevent the spread
of apple maggot.

6. Dormant spray decidu-
ous trees. Refer to our
Nov. issue for details.
Use Copper Spray on
peaches, nectarines
and apples though!

7.Light up your decidu-
ous trees, especially
those with interesting
shapes, with LEDs. It'll
warm up the garden on
those cold winter
nights!

8.Collect ‘gifts from the
garden’ for indoor
decorating. Foliage like
euonymus and leuco-
the are unique and

noons and Train Rides
with Santa have all been
planned and so much
more! Christmas trees
(flocked and green) are
ready to go and we have
lots of evergreens,
berries and stems to add
seasonal flair to your

pretty, stems like
contorted willow and
filbert are shapely and
add dimension, and
bright stems like
dogwood add vibrant
colour. Holly and other
greens will only last
about two weeks
indoors. Noble fir and
pine boughs will last
the longest.

9.Send holly to friends in
colder areas (but be
sure not to include fruit
in the same package -
citric acid will cause the
berries to fall off).

10. Jazz up your ‘indoor
garden’ with a Golden
Christmas Cactus, a
‘Who-ville’ tree, cheery
poinsettias, citrus trees
and more!

home. We
still have an excellent
selection of ornaments
and décor to choose from
and with so many neat
garden gift ideas, you'll
be sure to find something
for everyone on your list.
Happy holidays to all!



We have a wonderful
selection of poinsettias
this year including the
new ‘Ice Crystal’.
Poinsettias are easy to
care for... just follow a
few basic tips:

1. Keep them in bright,
indirect light

2. Do not let them
become too wet or too
dry. Lift the pot and feel
its weight. If it feels light,
give it a good drink of
warm water. Feel the
weight of the pot after
watering to get a sense
of how heavy it is when
wet. Don’t water again
until it feels light when
lifted. When you water,
water thoroughly and
only use warm water. If
you have a saucer or pot
cover that holds water
underneath the plant be
sure to drain out any
excess water in order to
prevent root rot.

3. Keep poinsettias
away from excessive
heat, drafts, or cool
open doors and
windows. They prefer
temps. between 63-68°F
(17-20°C).

If there is a problem with
your poinsettia, it is
usually due to watering.
When in doubt, lift the
pot with one hand and
refer to point 2!

We are delighted to have
two of Santa’s team visit-
ing us before Christmas,
S0 join us in welcoming
Dancer and Vixen!

Dancer and Vixen are 6
and 8 years old, respec-
tively, and Dancer has
appeared in the movie
‘Elf’. They are halter
trained and accustomed
to being around people
but for safety’s sake we
are keeping them in large
enclosures while they are
here. They will be
outdoors near the fruit
trees during the day and
moved inside for night-
time viewing. They have
made themselves quite
at home already though
and seem to really like
the taste of our local
lawns (they went straight
to lunch upon arrival!).

Despite the occasional
bout of extreme weather
there is a gentle grace to

be celebrated over winter.

To help bring fresh colour
and texture to your home
for the months ahead we
have developed a few
signature pieces that we
are calling our ‘Winter
Collection’. Simple and
elegant, they make great
gifts too!

Winter
Greens
Basket
Full, lush
and fra-
grant

Reindeer are native to
Eurasia north of the 50th
latitude and have been
domesticated for over
2500 years. Reindeer
have made it over to
North America in stages,
first arriving in Alaska in
the 1890s via Siberia.
The Northwest Territories
welcomed reindeer in the
1930s, and the first BC
reindeer only arrived in
the late 1980s and
remain primarily in the
Peace River country.
North American reindeer
are smaller than their
Siberian cousins and
they are also smaller
than our native caribou.
They seem like the
perfect size to us though!

Dancer and Vixen will be
here until December 23
(in order to be home for

Winter

Greens
Standard
Colourful

greens and
stems in a
square black pot.

European Collection

Planted in tall terra cotta

pots, these shrubs look

great as focal points on

the patio, deck or porch.

- Ruscus 'Christmas
Berry’

- Osmanthus 'Goshiki’

- Korean Fir

- Leucothe ‘Scarletta’

- Skimmia

- Winter Heather

the big night!), and we
invite you to stop by and
say hello! We have lots
of educational informa-
tion available and there
is no charge to see the
reindeer, but if you are
interested in bringing a
group, please call
Jo-Ann at 604.792.3799.
While visiting them we
ask that everyone
respect these magnifi-
cent animals by
following our posted
care guidelines... we
want to make sure they
enjoy their time here too!

- Wintergreen

Gold Collection
Hellebores

A very

pretty new
series of

this

traditional

winter

favourite!
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Cut trees are still the
traditional favourite as
they add such texture and
beautiful perfume to the
home.

For best success with cut
trees, cut a couple of
inches off the bottom of
the trunk so the tree can
drink. Clear water is all
they need for an optimum
lifespan indoors, but try
adding one tbsp of bleach
to the water to kill any
bacteria that may slow

)

Whether the person on
your list is a green thumb
or a garden enthusiast,
we’ve got something for
everyone. Some of our
neatest gift ideas this
season are:

- AeroGardens:
they have been
around for a
little while, but
people are
having such great
success with them they
are definitely growing in
popularity. We have the
full size units available.

- Rain Chains: if you can't
beat ‘em... We get a lot of
rain in our area so why
not make the most of it?
Rain chains
create a lovely
tinkling sound
and are so
pretty to look at
too.

down the capillary action.

A tree with good moisture
levels will drink about one
litre of water per day per
one inch diameter of
trunk. In other words, an
average tree with a four
inch trunk should drink
about four litres of water
per day, so make sure
your tree stand will hold
enough water! Fraser
Firs typically last the
longest while Grand Firs
are the most fragrant.
Douglas and Noble Firs
are also great choices.

Dreaming of a white
Christmas? Flocked trees
have a number of advan-
tages. Flocking not only
fire retards trees, it also
prevents them from drying

] *
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- GardenWise
Gift Packages: Receive
fantastic gardening
information, photos, ideas
and more all year long!

- Breast Cancer
Awareness Garden
Tools & Accessories
(the pink line): This is a
cause near and dear to a
lot of folks, so support
cancer research (and look
incredibly stylish at the
same time!).

- Citrus Plants:

We have a

very cool

collection of

citrus plants in

right now, from oranges to
Kaffir limes, lemons to
Buddha’s Hand fruit.
Create an indoor tropical
oasis!

- ‘Who-ville’ Christmas
Trees: warm their heart
with a fun tree inspired by

out. Flocked trees can
be decorated earlier than
green trees and the
flocking gives them a
spectacular glow.
Always choose trees with
strong branches to
prevent drooping. Be
sure to place heavier
decorations closer to the
inside of the tree (this
goes for both green and
flocked trees!).

the classic
Dr. Suess tale.

- Garden
Tools: High
quality garden
tools and supplies to get
them ready for the year
ahead.

- Holiday Giftware: With
so many themes and
colours to choose from,
give them a fresh new
look for the holidays!

- Minter Gardens 2010
Gift Packages: Day and
Season’s Passes,
Brunch Certificates and
Calendars are here!

- Gift Certificates: our gift
certificates are valid for
Country
Garden,

Minter Gar-

dens and

The Trillium

too. Let them choose
their own adventure!

Living trees are a good
‘green’ idea as they can be
planted outdoors for long
lasting enjoyment after the
holidays. Living trees
typically cannot be inside
the home for more than 5-7
days and you must make
sure that they do not dry
out. Remember to protect
your floors well too!

When you're ready to plant
your tree outside, acclima-
tize it for a few days first
and ensure it will have good
drainage, so prepare the
planting hole with lots of
fine bark mulch.

Limited space is still
available for our festive
holiday buffet brunches.
Enjoy a delicious meal
complete with roast
turkey, fresh salads and
platters, seafood,
seasonal treats and
more. Santa will be
there too!

$23.95 per

person (children’s rates
available).

1lam-2pm

December 13 or 20th
(Dec. 6 is sold out!)
Please call
604.794.7044 to book.
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Gingerbread House Contest
Dec 1-11, Judging on Dec 12

This year we have a @raditional@ategory
for houses and a new

©therCategory. Info

sheet, rules and entry

form are available in-

store or online. Great

for teams and clubs!

Celebrating Seniors

Wed Dec. 2,9 & 16 from 2-5pm
Seniors 65+ who visit on these select
Wednesday afternoons will enjoy a 10%
discount off our regularly priced in-store
merchandise, complimentary hot apple
cider and cookie, musical entertainment
and they can watch members of the
Golden Pallette Club create

lovely works of art too!

Musical Entertainment:

Dec. 2: Brenda Jackson

Dec. 9: Andre Chabot

Dec. 16: Strathcona

Elementary Gr. 1 & 2 singing

carols (2-2:30pm)

Customer Appreciation Night
December 4 from 6-8pm

Thank you for a wonderful year! Enjoy live
musical entertainment by Brenda Jackson,
complimentary cider, coffee and sweets,
prize draws, in-store specials, home decor
demonstrations, a special tea tasting by
Aromatica and more! Minter Club members
will also receive a @ouble discount@n

+1/ * /

regularly priced in-store product (some
exceptions apply). Open to all.

Dancer & Vixen Visit Until
Christmas Eve! Dec. 4 to 23

In-Store Holiday

Light Display

Dec. 4-23, 5-8pm nightly

Our Christmas light display will

be inside the garden center

this year and complimentary to

all visitors. Food bank donations welcome!

Friday Night Carols

Friday Dec. 11 & 18, 6-8pm

We are pleased to welcome students from
The Chilliwack School of Performing Arts
as they spread a little Christmas cheer by
caroling through the store.

SPCA Pet Photos with Santa
Dec. 12 from 10am-4pm

A popular tradition among

pet owners! Photos are by

donations and all proceeds

go to the SPCA. Pet food

donations are most welcome

and appreciated too!

Family Fun Days

Saturdays Dec. 12 & 19

So much to do and two days to do it
all! 8:30-11am Pancake Breakfast

with Santa in the Callicarpa Cafe.
Includes hot cocoa and pancakes. $3.50

oge'

for kids and $5.50 for

adults (plus tax).

Please call the cafe at

604.792.6612 to book

your place

1lam Candy Cane

Scavenger Hunt On your marks! We®
have hundreds of candy canes tucked in a
designated part of the store, ready for kids
to find!

1lam-3pm Train Rides with Santa
For those who want to ride the rails this
season! $2 per person, per ride (children 2
& under are free). Tickets sold through the
Callicarpa Cafe.

1pm & 3pm Story Time with Mrs.
Claus Join the Mrs. as she tells tales of
Christmas past. Ideal for small children
and the young at heart.

Musical Entertainment
Sunday Dec. 13 & 20, 12-4pm
Enjoy a little light music as you find the
perfect gift for everyone on your list.
Dec. 13: Jeff Bowman

Dec. 20: SweetWater

Train Rides with

Santa

Sunday Dec. 20

1lam-3pm

In addition to Family

Fun Days Santa will

also be taking train rides on Dec. 20th.
$2 pp, per ride (2 yrs & under are free).

WV (3 . .
. Special Holiday Store Hours o
December 4-23 December 24 December 31
Monday - Saturday 8:30am - 5pm 8:30am - 5pm
8:30am - 8:00pm December 25, 26 & 27 January 1 & 2
Sundays Closed Closed
December 28 - 30 January

10:00am-8:00pm

Aromatica

Fine Teas and Soaps
Tea of the Month:
‘Hearthside’- back by
popular demand in

time for the holidays!
Ph: 604-703-1178

8:30am - 6:00pm

Antiques By Design
Buyers and sellers of
19th & 20th century

> antiques, designer
furnishings and

objets d@rt.
Ph: 604-316-1933

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm Sun 11am-5pm

My Little Gift Box
Unique gifts and

home décor.
Ph: 604-703-1119




